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THE STORY OF A FIVE-DOLLAR GOID PIFCE
by
Capt. Richard Beard, - Nashville Banner

Col. James k. King for may years a wealthy and highly respected
eitizsen of Rutherford County, Tennsssee. When a younp man, during tha War
of 1812, he enlisted as a soldier in General Jackson's army amd was in
General Coffee's brigade on the flank of the army in the battle of New
Orleans, which received the first fierce onset of the British troops. When
young King started to the war, his father gave him a five-dollar gold piece,
which he brought home on the conclusion of peace between Fngland and this
country. On the eve of his marriage to a vowng girl of Rutherford County
he gave her the coin, and she kept it sacredly from 1815 to the breaking

out of the war in 1861,

Colonel King's five sons enlisted in the Confederate Army and were with
it to the end, in 1865, Three of these boys, T. V. King, Charlie King, and
J« M. King, Jr., enlisted in Company I, lst. Tennessee Regiment, and were

familiarly known gg the " Boys," and no braver or better soldiers ever
In May, 1861, the lst Tennesse went into a camp of inst—

went into battle.

ruction at Camp Cheatam, in Robertson County, and there Tom King was granted

a furlough to go home. When he was about to return to his regiment, his
mother gave him with her blessing the gold plece that she had kept so sacredly
for forty years, lmowing that there would be dark days ahead of him when he

might need it sorely,
About the middle of July, 1861, this regiment, with the 7th and 1lith
I belonged at that time to the 17th

Tennessee, was ordered to Virginia.
Tennessee. Wwe were ordered to Manassas; but owing to some delays on the
way, we failed to get there in time for the battle. lie passed through

Bristol on the Virginia and Tennessee line, the day after that great event;
ught from the field;

then on to Lynchburg, where we saw s mmber of wounded bro
then on to Charlottesville, where we found the dormitories of the Virginla

University filled with wounded, most of them young men and boys, the very
flower of young Southern manhood; then on to Staunton,one of the most
beautiful and aristocratic little cities of the State; then to Millboro
Station, the terminus of what is now the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad. There
campaign in Northwest Virginia,

ws disembarked and entered on Ceneral Iee's i .
2 caspaign that tested the mettle of the untried volunteers who were enpraged ?
of the mountainous character of the country, it "

e Setlon o o banofieisl results 4o the N

was unfrui any benefic re T

From M"i1lboro Station we crossed the mountain and made our first nights
a beautiful and celebrated watering place Fi
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"e then took up our march through the mountains, and after passing
Huntersville and crossing the Greenbrier River we came into a parfect wild-
ermneso, where for many months we did not see the face of a woman, Wa became
hungry for the sight of one. I remember that the bripade was ordered to a
place called I'ingo Flats, the lst Tennessee in front and the 7th and 1hth

following, and in going down the hillside we saw a log cabin on the roadside
As we passed, a wooden dor was thrown open, and a

in the valley below,

comely Virginia lass, with sleeves rolled above her elbows, (she was evidently
just from the washtub) looked at the passing show. At the very sight of her
the 1st Tennesse started a yell that was taken up by the 7th and 1lth an it
echoed and re-echoed through those mountains. The girl was evidently

horrified by the demonstration made in her honor.

After this campaign was over we were transferred to the Valley under
Stonewall Jackson and made with him that fearful winter campaign, through
the snow and ice of the mountains, to Bath and Romney, starting out on it
January 1, 1862, Shortly after this the lst Tennessee was transferred from
Virginia to the army under Albert 8idney Johnston and made its record in all
the battles in the West, from Shiloh to Bentonville, With the surrender of
Tom King and his two

Gen. Joseph E. Johnston's army at (reenboro, N. C.
brothers received their paroles, went home, and took up the thread of 1ife
where it had been brokwn off four years before. Tom iling still lives at a
ripe old age, highly respected and esteemed. In 1886 he was elected Circuit

Court Clerk of Rutherford County and served for two terms,

He had ceased to think of the gold piece that he had left with the
little girl in Virginia; but Mrs. Lockridge never considered that she or
her daughter owned it, and she determined to return it to him if she could
, 1896, the eity recorder of Murfreesboro received a

find him. In - 0 recel
from her making inquiry for Tom King or his nearest relatives, and
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AT

Driscolll L Va. -
August 17, 1894
ngapts. Te Mo King:

FGT over t.hir't,,'&r Fpara I h
ave ende §
information @e courteously give e endeavored in mary ways to gain the

n me
daughter once wrotas your county A feow d“l}'ﬂ ago by your city clark. wy

clerk, but received
to make one more effort was stregthensd a few :E:ks :-I;'omurtgé E:'h:arg;ii:e
and I were looking over some mementoes of the past, among. whish was F;m_

note, which I had preserved giv

which you belonged. Thus waaglt;:gi.;:: ;mu:ia;h:m?zﬁiﬁ::tm.;ﬂémmwtw
success. The almost historical coin is still in my daughter's poss gaio:frw
Inc}:tha lﬁpfaluf Years and connecting associations it has become almost as

much an hair m_in our family as il must be in yours. fhen, after you left
on that morning in May, 1861 I opened your note containing thanks for over-
estimated deeds, which I was ever ready to offar g brave soldiers, these
words, "Given me by my mother when I left for t.ﬂg, found a responsive echo
in my own heart, and I could almost imagine I heard her volce asking me to
guard this parting gift, the last offering of a Mpther's love, as she in true
Spartan spirit yielded her loving treasures to her country's call, Then 1
determined to cherish the relic and when the horrors of war were over to re-
store it, if possiblo, to the original owner. Remembering that it was given
in trust for my youngest dauphter, I knew I had no right to sppropriate it
without her consent; but when in childish imnocence she often wished to
spend it, I gave her its face value in greenback to spend as she wished, in-
tending if I fail to find the original owner, to give it back to her when
she could better appreciate its value. My efforts being futlile in the
former case, I presented it to her on the day of her narriage, September L,
1884 to L.W. Herold, but added the request that she would never part with
it unless the sternest necessity demanded it. And nltht;lmﬂ ni;:o::uma have
overtaken her, as well as me, since the death of my hus y 8 s never
vielded to the temptation of parting with it, ever sharing with me the fesl~
ing that there may be those living who have a priorclaim to it, And now that
we have succeedsd in our efforts to findthem, my daughter only awaits your
address and direction how to send it, by mall or express.

e

Very truly your friend
{S) Mra, J. T. Iﬂ:h‘idaﬂ

Thus Tom King found at last and the coin returned to him, He has given
it tn'::s son, J% Moore King, who prizes it above zny other property that he
hbltnadwith,mditwﬂlbakaptinthefmﬂrulmgnm

descendant of T. M. King.

bove article is from the Confederate Veteran. Mra. J. Te
lncn-::::'dtﬂ. n.y'nr ago in Marlinton at the home of her dlqh'b-r,;___ll_u_.
J. W, ¥illigan, who is8 referred to as one of the two beautiful little :
daughters of the household Where the was cared
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After Thirty=Five Yaars.

When our townsman and fellow eitl-
wom, Uapt. Thos, M. King, h!ltt for the
Moulh in 1M, a8 as n member of the
Hutherford Riftea, 15t 'lonn,, Vola., his'

! ot her gave him a gold coln—flive dol-
Bars e Lenring date of 1813, This coin|
| e set great store by as his mother had

'ewsed it for alout forty years, He val.'

mesd 1t Bighly, not for ita intrinsic value,
bt for ite amociatlons. He carried it
Wik i sotil Aungust 1st, 1861, He
ik two bepthers, Mesaps. 1., M. -Kisg
!'Ii-l C. 1 Kisg, aod several comrades
Wfter & bard-days march in West Vir
@fnia, reached 5 cotiage and asked for
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e Ly iy vivs  JUNL I OFa ]muingl 7
for the wars owned Ly he ||m||-1y 40|
Vi e HNecaive it as i pProsant Lo your re

daughlie Frnos. M. Kinag, "'l'.
Murfresaboro, ‘I'enn nti
Rutherford Rifles T

1st, Rog. Tenn, Vols, ul
C A= there was o means of finding his By
Z_I\rlrilmuh and ns the ehild then, set

great store to her shinlng present the|au
mother allowsd bhey to keep /7 rorl!™

cears, in faot, ever since thE cTowe ol |4 “3
war Mrs. Lockridge has been scexing |V
Mre. Kiog's address. The note lu‘d n E'-‘.
slip of paper containing his name had ©
seon lost, and her efforts were unavail-| 4
ieg untll about two mounths ago, when
looking over some papers she found the '
 ale
Mrs Lockridge wrote o Oity Record- g
et Sparks isquiriog for Mr. King orany | g
| of his relatives. Mr. Sparks m




inferesigd 1 1hae Yo, . L g
Kiog's letter reachéd her he recelyed |
‘one sent by Mrs. Lookridge which was

very touching te him, as It bronght 1o
memory his dear mother's gift, A cor.

responsdence  followed whioh redulted
o Mr. King receiying the coln Monday, | t)
[t & ns bright as the day it was minted”
and bears ovidenco of good oare,

Mre. Lookridge would not allow herl
daughter to apond the coln ln ha® yvouth® 3
ful days, as child-like she often wished, | ™
but gave her Its equivalent in other Eﬂﬂ
meney whenever she became possessed n"_
'of that ides, thus keeping It until she| BT
“beoame old enongh to realize its history. IL'“":
Oa Sept. 4, 1881 Misa Lockridge was!

Ind;
‘marriod and her mother gave her the|jes!
eoln and its bistory. The young bride ﬂ:{*‘
ﬁ:ﬁquhhml the idea of ever parting|7;»
! with it though lu Iate yearashe and.her | o7
molher have met with reverses that l;ﬁ'f'
ghanged their condition from a pecuni-| Ro ?
view. ﬂi,.

While the cuvio bad become almost l'?
| as precious an heleloom to Mbs. Lock- g
| vidae snd davghter as to Mr. King, they | Wy
i@w nothiog 1o exvhanye from | ¥

 Mre. Lockridige 18 now a resident | yo .
of Delscoll, W. Va. . wa

5 Tosay that Mr. King was overjoyed o
' &t receiving the almost last gift of his|
meother but feebly expresses it. In a

fefrer to Mrs Lockridge bo said that he| Fr T
' sew when ho left her home on that|Y’ gk
long years ago he would soon
B s St v
b -E.“ was it remained iv
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ATTORMEYS AND COUNSELLORS
Murfreesbore, TEI'II'I.I

ME‘H‘. r. E,lﬂ-ﬂﬁ-t

. g

¥rs,J. .Dockridge,
iriscol,
Prneahontas Co,.,

West Virg tgmu.,

I am in receipt olW your :'mrq;r or
~ the City Clerk and in ruply to s
Iing (better known now,as
8 now living injthis oity and
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Last Thurvdey moyning wao o fdlorlowm one

th ale o nll arowso early. dJomething wae to hapon. Fhat
..'.-'-.. i1 ‘wpy m proat banttlo to bo fought by cantendling hoste
e tie beautiful gro n grnoe to bo tade rod with deepor colors
than poplod’ knew? o irdosds M thnt noming, the sun arcse
wp it sosmod, with an lucrenoed rny of eplandor and umiled
v o = atains, hille =d vo loy#. All nnture sesmed to rejolce
srer the evunt that was nbout to take place. IL was oomothing
sewe It wmo to bo a gloriow day, to a brave son nnd fair
arashter of Lmapn's orook. lovoly counle were to enteor double
s1csced=geno, [t was our boloved nnd couteemed frienda, ¥r. lanty
- =314 wnd Viese awra . ockridgo. lenarts that nd long
sosed wore now nbout to ootor wpon a new state of deing.

I snid the morning was dbright, and lowely,

i »11 peturc wan reltolecing over tho ovant that wonld h ortly
g~ plnce. Jur hearts were in uhlaon with natwre's teach .nge,

s core wp enrly to greet the pim uo he vast his f ret beams of
bris tnoss over t.0 hill topas to klse the vuilleye belows FTo=
aratl ne were begun at one. e Horsoeos nnd buppice were got in
roasl Derde ¢ begnn to muatir ow perty oul and pgnthor st

cehelor's Nopoge,” the home of the groome vJuwr voarty wes ot
11 thinge in rcndl.nluilwe started for the home

jet conpleoto,
¢ bBrides 7o crrived there about o'clovcke. Jur perty,
Hles Jollle

Lo attondnnta, wore all there thon Lut oie ledy
wrds Ln a fow momonta, we wore :.ll rea:y Lo aie.rt for Hunters-

vil 0 uwr corriegos woro tarolnlled in lines The word of comw
wod wme glven, and wo gped ninye. Jux carringes made sweet musio
wor the pebblee mdl emell ofynos in the roades The birdo sang

L olr molodlous note: over o noadie The low, murmwing woters

of mmp)'e creek, low and sweeot o the fond lover wio sits o«

i%e brsuw and lleteng to tie ~off music it :mkes on a 88111 aven-

in-, "ns sot Lonrd by use Lorrily on we drove, until a heli was

snlled at the residence of Mr. 'me C s liare we were marsinlled
in ordre -ho brides-men nnd brldec-maids wore nll lere, They

were o &s ockridge and Miss Lottle Homilton, Jas. w- and
Lvn lun ie Heorold, Jeo Be L0okyidpe mnd Miss Hollile

‘s « « woore wnd Miss Cleya Silbuon, liorace 7. Her lﬂ

Lies illis "smiltam, Jwmos D. Corifield and Niss . Xoore,

Jillard P, Naold, and lise Caorgia F. Dover. Ino few ;

» wre L the churche Such n orowd of veo hﬁ-“ -

vwer be'n avon in the omwche It wao no ¢o » OO
- oaar W 914 mot eve beon Ltharee Tne degoration of the

chzek o e .nﬂdl“.uhu“&hiﬁ

preise,. . oor me lrmposinr oxoc -
:‘ﬂmu“ .lﬂnm..h The brié
e to® groos kloglye A loveller cowple never

Tosnd
R ‘:'"' ' PG o L |

“ith Wut & viigle
R B S i T




Fape ( BZ.

After dimner and all had got ila resallness
ptarted £or the resldence of the groom®s tnlh';'r whish, after :.

pleaanit drive of about two howres, we roesched, iut ap the sun
won shedding his laet golden rnye upon the hiil tops, and the
birda wore aing tholr evening songs in preist %o thelr Maker,
fature wvas not stlll, like before the dawm of mo « When all
things secm to settle down to reat, but - gonernl -er of thou=
sunde of inseote inown only to0 the solentist soemmd to bae
gvory blade 5f pgrass, leaf nid ferne Standing on the alevated
around the honee, were ywung ladiees and y ung gentlemen,
marriod iadies nnd gentlomm, 1ittle girle nnd boys, all leoking
intont t0 oo the provessisn move noroas the eadow to the i
hosultable yealdenice of dr, ‘nirew !lcrolds Te i3 o lwrgo man,
and has a lnrge heart nocordi « Those w .o dld not feel Ahem-
gelvos at home in the houss, will nevor fool themasolves nt home
in o mencion of thoir own, IThe Lind benevolent dlaposition of
the entire frmily won our hearts at once. In a short time, supper
woo aoanonnged. I[n 8 memant with owr girl et o evlde, we ware
1t the table thnt was proaning under o.d things no lese than ot
dinnere wshot could be donef ¢ cadldn't oat It alls Fo wors |
gorry;, nrdd our sorrow kept us from onting seaorcely envugh to emtlefy |
our appotite for a weoks "¢ thousht we ought to g far Torty daye
without eating lize Elijah whon fed by the raven, but wo lave ‘ound
3.t Qifferantlye '@ have eolroady wishod for another weddiog. Ve
nope thia ane will be the nove of othore rerrying coons Some

of tho pttendante looked like they woantod to merry. Ve bellove *1I','.
thay iide ''© onmnot seo why ‘hoey should not lave married at the v )i
game tinee. <ush a glorions oppartunity was prosanteds The “hlq-f- i.

were aot: the prescher was realy. Ho more wunzin; ovor nice

grze nnd ice eream wouwld 'mve beon ogonsloned. All was jrencred
excellently. '@ believe that wome will be sorry for not givin il
cnd neco,ting hoarta. ¢ megt o long #ith ouwr lotters io.om -
nld that on Fridny morning, t% oroma begin to soparntos .
to their rospective homes. Tie bride wnd groom wont to t

future home where we hope that Joy, heppinoss, pleaty cmd jprope

perity mey blese thelr lives, %lmy are t0 noble porsom® and we
belioeve that the love ad sympathy witi: which they orom thelr

homo, wil be to tham a foretnate of heavens

The ¥ride Heoaelved the following presomte:

= ”m - L aot us aﬂ;-~- mm and wn mnelent

wDedld coin frou Mro. Jag. f 1

” A oot of pun;]‘.n!.n wnooe from Higs Mollle Heard. }
A handaome elraed silver bitter dish from

Nill .
ham fomily Bible nnd o pair of kid slip-

A
pera from H. M. Lockridge. .
A beautiful oilver oord roccived ead n pair of

cagraved punrur:huii lie T0olridgos :
o mu&mmw::m;ﬂﬂ
Jrom ire Mhnismam.

-
fe erolde
] .

lire nnd liroe. Jo We
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